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International Marconi Day 

Saturday 20th April 2013, 0000hrs – 2359hrs 
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To celebrate Guglielmo 
Marconi’s birthday on  

25th April 1874 
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And to celebrate G3LDI’s and 
G0LGJ’s 135th birthday 
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What is it? 
An opportunity for amateurs around the world to make 
point-to-point contact with historic Marconi sites using HF 
communications techniques similar to those used by 
Marconi, and to gain an attractive award for achieving the 
requisite number of Marconi stations worked. 
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Where are the stations? 
England, Scotland, Wales, Ireland, Italy, Iceland, USA, 
Austria, Netherlands, Iceland, Canada, Australia, France, 
Uruguay and Germany (Borkum Island). 
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Realistically  ….. 
You need to concentrate on: 

•  UK/Ireland 

•  Italy 

•  Austria/Germany/Netherlands/Iceland 

•  USA and Canada 

 
I have never heard the Australian/Uruguay stations (VK2IMD have only worked 80m and 40m) 



               Steve Nichols G0KYA, Norfolk Amateur Radio Club 

So how do we win the award? 
1. TRANSMITTING AMATEUR - Fixed Station  

Establish  direct two-way communication with 15 of the official Award Stations 
from a fixed location,  mixed modes are permitted. 

2. TRANSMITTING AMATEUR  -  Mobile 

Establish  two-way communication with 12 of the official Award Stations from a 
mobile location,  mixed modes are permitted. 

3. TRANSMITTING AMATEUR   -  C.W.    

Establish  two-way communication with 15 of the official Award Stations from a 
fixed location, using  CW only. 

4. TRANSMITTING AMATEUR   -   Digital Modes 

Establish  two-way communication with 15 of the official Award Stations from a 
fixed location, using Digital Modes only. 
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So how do we win the award? 
5. TRANSMITTING AMATEUR   -   Multi-Operator  

An opportunity for Clubs/Groups at fixed locations to take part and gain the award 
by establishing two-way communication with 20 of the official Award Stations 
using mixed modes or  with 20 contacts using either C.W. or Digital Modes 

6. SHORTWAVE LISTENERS 

Log two-way communications made by 15 of the official Award Stations,  mixed 
modes are permitted. 

7. SHORTWAVE LISTENERS   -  C.W.     

Log two-way communications made by 10 of the official Award Stations using 
C.W. only. 
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How do we claim the award? 
Must be made in writing giving a FULL extract of 
your log together with your callsign and address 
(often forgotten!).   The log extract may be a certified 
copy of the original log or a certified computer print 
out.   

Ideally, another amateur should certify that your log 
extract represents a true copy of the original log 
entries.  If no other amateur is available,  an adult 
signatory will be accepted.   
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How do we claim the award? 
Please address your claim to: 
 
Ken  G0FIC – IMD Awards Manager,   
Cornish Amateur Radio Club 
38 Tresithney Road. Carharrack.  
Redruth, TR16 5QZ 

The cost of the Award is the same for all Classes, which is 
as follows: 

$10.00 US, €10  or  £5.00 Sterling   or  12 IRC's. Please 
make cheques payable to "Cornish Radio Amateur Club" 
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Important! 
§  No VHF contacts! 

§  No using IRLP/Echolink/CQ100 etc 

§  You can only count a contact with one 
station once. Eg a CW and SSB contact 
with GB2GM in Poldhu, for instance, only 
counts as one contact. 
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So how do we win the award? 
Important! 
 
•  If you fail to establish contact with all the 
stations  it will still be possible to claim the 
SWL award using a combination of heard and 
worked contacts.  

•  So log all special event IMD stations heard. 
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The stations … 
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§  Twenty one of them are in the 
UK 

§  Six in USA 

§  Eight in Italy 

§  Two in Canada/
Newfoundland 

§  One in Austria 

§  One in Uruguay 

So how do we win the award? 

§     One in Iceland 

§     One in Germany 

§     Three in Ireland 

§     One in the Netherlands 

§     One in Australia 

 

In 2012, 46 IMD stations were listed as being active: 
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My log for 2008 

17 contacts - 10 in UK/Ireland, 5 Italian, I Austria and I 
Germany 
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My log for 2007 

18 contacts - 11 in UK/Ireland, 6 Italian, I Austria 
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USA/other contacts 

In 2005: 
W1AA/MSC Nantucket – 20m CW 15:37hrs 

KM1CC, Cape Cod – 20m CW 16:48hrs 

WJ2DX, Somerville, New Jersey - 20m CW 14:09hrs 

TF3IMD, Iceland - 20m SSB 10:23hrs 

In 2006 
VO1IMD, Signal Hill, St John’s Newfoundland – 20m SSB 16:00hrs 
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So how are we going to do it? 
•  Concentrate on the propagation – see charts at 
www.g0kya.blogspot.com and www.infotechcomms.net/IMD/ 

•  Use the DX cluster  

•  Start early – midnight onwards if you are serious 

•  If you hear a station – go for it. The propagation might change 
and you may loose them 

•  Don’t expect to work much beyond 5pm – I have only ever 
worked one station later than this which was GB6MD, Brean 
Down, Somerset at 21:29hrs. 
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So how are we going to do it? 

Use the DX Cluster 
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So how are we going to do it? 

Be prepared to work in the early hours of Saturday  
morning! 



               Steve Nichols G0KYA, Norfolk Amateur Radio Club 

Do your own analysis …. 

… CW or SSB? It is really down to this year’s 
operators 
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What band and when? 
UK and Ireland 
Start with 80m (3.5MHz), but expect 
absorption to make QSOs harder 
after about 9am 

Move to 40m (7MHz) – usually most 
of UK contacts are on this band. 
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What band and when? 
Italy/Austria 
Looking at this, 40m (7MHz) and 
20m (14Mhz) are the “money” 
bands. 

All of my contacts to Italy/Austria  
were on 20m in 2008, 2007 and 2005. 
Only one Italian 40m contact in 2006 
at 12:26 on SSB 
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What band and when? 
Iceland 
Looking at this, 40m (7MHz) and 
20m (14Mhz) are the “money” 
bands. 

My only contact with TF3IMD in 2005 
was at 10:23hrs on 20m SSB 

TF3IMD was spotted on 20m in 2012 
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What band and when? 
USA/Canada 
Your best bet is 40m midnight – 
0800hrs, 20m from around 1300hrs 
onwards, peaking at 1800-2000hrs 

The stations are not using beams/1kW 
so it isn’t easy. 

WJ2DX, Somerville, New Jersey - 20m 
CW 14:09hrs 

W1AA/MSC Nantucket – 20m CW 
15:37hrs 

KM1CC, Cape Cod – 20m CW 16:48hrs 

 

 



               Steve Nichols G0KYA, Norfolk Amateur Radio Club 

USA – Eastern Seaboard 
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What band and when? 
Newfoundland 
Looking at this, your best bet is 20m 
from around 1600hrs onwards, 
7MHz/40m from 1800hrs 

 

In 2006, VO1IMD, Signal Hill, St John’s 
Newfoundland – 20m SSB 16:00hrs 
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Newfoundland 
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What band and when? 
Uruguay – CW1GM 
A tough one – the only real chance 
is 21MHz at 1900-2000UTC, but its 
marginal. 

In 2008 they were spotted on 7MHz, 
14Mhz , 21Mhz and 28Mhz between 
1711UTC and 2107UTC. 

They were only worked by 
Europeans on 20m CW in 2008 and 
15m SSB in 2007. 
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Some station histories … 
GB2GM 
Poldhu, Cornwall 
Marconi at Signal Hill, St. John’s, 
Newfoundland, heard the letter ‘S’ 
transmitted from Poldhu. 
Experiments in 1901. Late in 1902, 
two-way communication was 
established with Glace Bay in Nova 
Scotia, and a few months later, on 
the 18th January 1903, with Cape 
Cod in the USA. 
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Some station histories … 
GB2GM 
Poldhu, Cornwall 
On every IMD, but the propagation 
to Cornwall on 80m can be variable. 

Head for 40m 

They have been inaudible at times 
with me. 
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Some station histories … 
GB4MBP  
Bass Point, The Lizard, Cornwall 
Bass Point, once known as Beast 
Point, lies close to the most 
southerly point of England (Lizard 
Point). Thanks to the National Trust,  
there will again be operations during 
IMD. Nearby is the Housel Bay Hotel, 
where Marconi and his team stayed 
during the periods of their HF 
experiments early in 1901.   
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Some station histories … 
GB0MBS  
Dorchester 
The original service from Dorchester 
was to New York which opened on 
16 December 1927, followed shortly 
by a service to South America.  

By the end of 1928, services to 
Japan and Egypt had also been 
opened. 
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Some station histories … 
GB4MD 
Waunfawr, Wales 
Home to an early long wave 
transmitting station. 

Waunfawr was completed in March 
1914 and the first transmission was 
to Coltano in Italy on a wavelength 
of 5000 metres or 60 kHz with an 
aerial current of 130 Amps. Tests 
were conducted in April 1914 with 
Glace Bay on 11,140 metres or 26.93 
kHz.  
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Some station histories … 
W1AA/MSC 
Nantucket, USA 
In late January of 1908, the 
Siasconset “MSC” Nantucket station 
was instrumental in actually saving 
many lives when the steamers 
Florida and Republic collided during 
a dense fog 70 miles south of the 
island.  

Jack Binns was the operator. 
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Some station histories … 

K1MCC 
Cape Cod, USA 
KM1CC  station represents the 
Marconi station on Cape Cod where 
the first two-way transatlantic radio 
spark transmission took place on 
18th January 1903 between the 
USA and Europe.  

This year it will be on from 1300-2000Z, CW frequencies: 
80M 3.535     40M 7.035     20M 14.035     17M 18.080  
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Some station histories … 

IY4FGM 
Villa Griffone, Italy 
Where Marconi conducted his initial 
experiments with wireless from an 
upstairs attic room – and where he 
is buried. 
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Some station histories … 

IY1TTM 
Sestri Levante, Italy 
IY1TTM commemorates the 
microwave experiments carried out 
by Marconi in October 1931 from 
Sestri Levante.  
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Some station histories … 

DA0IMD 
Borkum Island, Germany 
Marconi’s Wireless Telegraph 
Company visited the island of 
Borkum at the end of 1899 to install 
the first official wireless service in 
Germany in the island’s lighthouse, 
and then on the 'Borkumriff' 
lightship in early 1900. 
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Could Norfolk run an IMD station? 

GB100CS 
Caister 
Was run by the Great Yarmouth Club 
to celebrate the centenary of the 
coastguard in 2001. 
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GB0CMS: Norfolk’s own IMD station 

Caister Marconi 
Station – built in 
Pretoria Villa in 
1900. 
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Could Norfolk run another IMD station? 
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The QSL cards … 
DA0IMD 
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Finally … Good luck! 
Come on! We 
still need two 
more 
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Useful URLs: 
This presentation and propagation predictions: 

http://www.g0kya.blogspot.com 

 

The official website: 

http://www.gb4imd.org.uk/ 

 

DX Summit: 

http://www.dxsummit.fi 

 

 
 


